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Why are people wearing 
poppies this week? 
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Think!

• Why do we remember things?

• Because something was:

Funny

Nice

Sad

Painful
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Remembrance Sunday

• A day we remember is on the 11th 
November. Why do we have a 
Remembrance Day?

Because the First World War ended at 
11 in the morning on the 

11th November in 1918

Every year afterwards we have 
remembered all the people who fought 

and died for Britain in all wars
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Look at this picture
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All people
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Men and Women
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Men and Women

Click on the film to watch ithttp://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/collections/item/5522?CISOBOX=1&REC=5 
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And Children
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In the First World War

• Nearly 1 million men from Britain 
and  Ireland were killed, and 1.6 
million wounded

• Together that would fill the 
Wembley stadium 28 times
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They are remembered

• In cemeteries
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They are remembered

• And on war memorials
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What happens on 
Remembrance Sunday?
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National Remembrance
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Wreaths of red poppies are 
laid beside war memorials 

‘The Last Post’ is often 
played at services on a 
bugle

‘They Shall not grow old’

A poem called ‘For the 
Fallen’ is often read aloud 
during the ceremonies

To show they remember 
people keep quiet (‘silent’) 
for two minutes

War Memorials
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History Detectives

• Where is your local 
war memorial?

– Find where the names 
of the men from your 
area who were killed 
between 1914-1919 
are recorded

– Use a digital camera 
to photograph the 
memorial, its setting, 
and details of the 
panels to include the 
names from the First 
World War
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History Detectives

• Rolls Of Honour

• More names than local memorials, but 
why?  

• Stained glass windows

• Memorials for individual men, usually 
officers
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Internet 

Detectives

Go to the website 
of the 
Commonwealth 
War Graves 
Commission 
http://www.cwgc.org/ 

Click ‘Search our 
Records’

Enter details into 
the Debt of 
Honour Register
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Internet 

Detectives

You should now be presented with a list of names

Click on the names to see which might be the right 
one for your memorial
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Internet 

Detectives

Note the additional information that you now have



QuickTim e™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Internet 

Detectives

Click on the 
‘Certificate’ 
button to see a 
page like this
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Further Activities 3

• ICT research activities for 
Geography / History

–On the CWGC website for each name:

• Find out where they are buried and locate 
it on a map using Google Maps

• Find out where they used to live (the 
database sometimes mentions parents or 
his wife, and gives their address)

• Mark the addresses on a local map

• Check the dates – did large numbers die 
in the same battle, or the same day?
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Further Activities 7

• Maths 

–Use a spreadsheet and graphs

•Check the ages of the men (not 
always mentioned) and make a list

–Ages (youngest, oldest, average) 

•From particular streets, villages. 

•Serve in navy, army, pals in the 
same regiments
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Further Activities 8

• Art 

–Sketch, paint, photograph the 
local memorial

–Design own memorial

• Citizenship / Writing 

–Write a memorial
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CITIZENSHIP

ISSUES
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Teacher Notes 6

• The preceding activities can be powerful 
and moving. A static and potentially 
meaningless list of names on a wall 
comes to life. Students can imagine the 
men, where they lived, the impact of 
their deaths on the streets where they 
lived

– Supplement the activities with old pictures 
of the streets in question, and pictures of 
men at the Front during the First World 
War, even family pictures
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Teacher Notes 7

• The final part of this presentation 
suggests you challenge the students to 
consider the nature of the ‘victory’

• This may lead on to activities about 
current wars
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But

• Was it a victory?
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Modern wars
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Further Activities 9

• Citizenship

–Motivation to take part in a 
commemorative event in their 
local area


